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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of 

ARTHUR J. SHRADER Group Art Unit: 3728 

Parent Application Examiner: Luan K. Bui 

Serial Number: 09,434,792 

Parent Application 
Filed: November 5, 1999 


For: PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION 
FOR IMPROVED HYGIENE 


DIVISIONAL APPLICATION 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and .Trademarks 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 

Transmitted with this Preliminary Amendment there are 
included forms and filing fee for filing a Divisional Application 
directed to the subject matter of Claims 16 and 22 as filed in 
the parent application referenced above, now granted as United 
States Patent 6,311,840. A "Clean Copy" of such claims are 
included as an Annex to this preliminary amendment. They are 
entitled "ANNEX TO PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT - CLEAN SET OF CLAIMS". 

To give effect to the foregoing, please amend this 
divisional application by canceling all claims other than Claims 
16 and 22. Please also insert in the first sentence following 
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the title of the Application the following: -This is a division 
of Application No. 09/434,792, filed November 5, 1999, now United 
States Patent No. 6,311,840.-- 

Claims 16 and 22 are identified as Group IV and are readable 
on Figure 11. 

If anything further is needed to complete filing of this 
Divisional Application, please advise the undersigned. 

Respectfully, 



January ft , 2002 Harold LeVin^ 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration Number 19,316 
kit Bank of America Piano Tower, Suite 755 

s 101 East Park Boulevard 

u Piano, Texas 75074 

"I Tel: 972-398-6041 

O Fax: 972-398-6095 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the above-noted paper is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D. C. 20231 on > V t / \ 2002. 
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Attorney Docket: S300-9901-013B January , 2002 

ANNEX TO PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
CLEAN SET OF CLAIMS 

16. A system for improving personal hygiene through personally 
identifying a beverage container having a conventional pop-top 
opening mechanism on an upper surface comprising: 

(a) a semi-circular array of indicating alpha-numeric 
symbols positioned on said upper surface of said container; 

(b) a swivelable identification arm on said pop-top opening 
mechanism; 

(c) rotating means for swiveling said identification arm to 
point to a selected one of said alpha-numeric symbols; and 

(d) retaining means for retaining said identification arm in 
pointing to said selected one of said alpha-numeric symbols. 

22. A method of improving personal hygiene through personally 
identifying a pop- top beverage can having an upper surface with a 
conventional pop-top opening mechanism and containing a beverage 
adapted for human consumption comprising: 

(a) disposing a semi-circular array of indicating alpha- 
numeric symbols on said upper surface of said can; 

(b) mounting a swivelable identification arm on said pop-top 
opening mechanism; 

(c) rotating said swivelable identification arm to point to 
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a selected one of said alpha-numeric symbols; and 

(d) retaining said identification arm in pointing to said 
selected one of said alphanumeric symbols* 


